Standing Firm to the End (March 2009)
Verses

Matthew 24:3-13

® As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately. "Tell us,” they said, "when will this happen, and what will be
the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"

* Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you.

> For many will come in my name, claiming, 'l am the Christ," and will
deceive many.

®You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not
alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.

" Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will
be famines and earthquakes in various places.

8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.

9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and
you will be hated by all nations because of me.

19 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate
each other,

1 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.

12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold,
3 hut he who stands firm to the end will be saved.

John 14:15,23

>"1f you love me, you will obey what | command

23 Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.

John 15:12-14

12My command is this: Love each other as | have loved you.

13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends. ** You are my friends if you do what | command.

1 John 5:2
2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God
and carrying out his commands.



John 13:1-17

' It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his
love.

2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted
Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus.

3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that
he had come from God and was returning to God;

*s0 he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a
towel around his waist.

>After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples'
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

® He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash
my feet?"

” Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you
will understand."

8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered,
"Unless | wash you, you have no part with me."

®"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and
my head as well!"

19 Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his
feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of
you."

1 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said
not every one was clean.

2When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. "Do you understand what | have done for you?" he
asked them.

13You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord," and rightly so, for that is what | am.
“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another's feet.

] have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you.
16l tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him.




" Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.

1 John 3:16-18

'8 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

7 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?

'8 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and
in truth.

1 John 5:2
% This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God
and carrying out his commands.

John 13:34-35

A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another.

% By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.

Philippians 2:1-11

L If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness
and compassion,

“then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and purpose.

* Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility
consider others better than yourselves.

* Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others.

> Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

®Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God
something to be grasped,

"but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being
made in human likeness.

® And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death— even death on a cross!




® Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name
that is above every name,

% that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth,

1 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father



