Christ’s Kingdom: Our Promised Land

Deuteronomy 28:3-14 

 1 If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2 All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God:

 3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 

 4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 

 5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 

 6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. 

 7 The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. 

 8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 

 9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you. 11 The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground—in the land he swore to your forefathers to give you. 

 12 The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 13 The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. 14 Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them.

Numbers 14:22-23                                                                                                                                 22 not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times- 23 not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it.

Hebrews 3:10-12

10 That is why I was angry with that generation, 
      and I said, 'Their hearts are always going astray, 
      and they have not known my ways.' 
 11 So I declared on oath in my anger, 
      'They shall never enter my rest.' "(Quote from Psalm 95)

Psalm 78:17-25, 37

 17 But they continued to sin against him, rebelling in the desert against the Most High. 

18 They willfully put God to the test by demanding the food they craved.

 19 They spoke against God, saying, "Can God spread a table in the desert?  20 When he struck the rock, water gushed out,  and streams flowed abundantly.  But can he also give us food? Can he supply meat for his people?" 

 21 When the LORD heard them, he was very angry; his fire broke out against Jacob, and his wrath rose against Israel, 

 22 for they did not believe in God or trust in his deliverance.  

23 Yet he gave a command to the skies above and opened the doors of the heavens; 

24 he rained down manna for the people to eat, he gave them the grain of heaven. 

25 Men ate the bread of angels; he sent them all the food they could eat.

37 their hearts were not loyal to him, they were not faithful to his covenant
Hebrews 4:9-11

9There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. 11Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.

John 6:25-40, 47-58

25When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, "Rabbi, when did you get here?" 
 26Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 

 28Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 

 29Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 

 30So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 32Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."   34"Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." 

 35Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day." 

47I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 
 52Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 

 53Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever." 

Luke 9:62 (KJV)

 62And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

Hebrews 12:1-3  

 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Hebrews 9:28 (NASB)

 28so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 

Hebrews 9:7

7But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.

In the Old Testament times the blood of an animal had to be used as a sacrifice for sin. It would have been futile for the animal just to have been slaughtered and have it end there – something had to be then done with its blood in order to give that sacrifice meaning, potency.

The same is true of Christ: in order to make a one time sacrifice for sin, Christ had to be substituted for the usual animal sacrifice because we know that the blood of bulls and heifers could never do the job… but it couldn’t end there, it wasn’t enough for Christ to be crucified and to spill his blood at Calvary, that blood had to be then taken into the Heavenly Tabernacle and offered to God by a High Priest for it to have continual power. That High Priest is Jesus Christ – He was both the sacrifice and the High Priest and today he continues to use his own blood for our sins. That’s why he will stay in the Holy of Holies until the time of propitiation is over: namely at the time of his Return to earth, when He will gather His saints together and set up his kingdom here on earth.

Hebrews 10:11-14 

 11Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. 13Since that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, 14because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
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