Jesus Christ Our High Priest

Review on previous weeks.

So, what did Jesus preach when he was on earth?
What was his central message?

Luke 4:42-43

*2 At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking
for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from
leaving them. ** But he said, "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of
God to the other towns also, because that is why | was sent."

After his resurrection what did he do?

Acts 1:3

3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God

Who is ruler now?

2 Corinthians 4:3-4

* And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. *
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

Does Christ have power to rule today? No. He has the title of King but not
yet the office.



So where is Christ today? What is he doing?

Hebrews 8:1-2

! The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who
sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, “and who
serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by man.

Christ is serving us as our High Priest NOW.

Hebrews 4:14-16

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. *°
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are—yet was without sin. '° Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need.

What did the High Priest do for the Israelites in the O.T. times?

Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, he made sacrifices for his own sins
and the sins of the people. Now because Christ has suffered, died and been
raised, he is seated on the throne of Grace in the Holy of Holies as Our High
Priest.

Our part is to draw near to him, to confess our sins and to cleanse our
conscience. But unlike the earthly High Priest, everyday is the Day of
Atonement not just once a year.

Hebrews 7:23-25

“*Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them
from continuing in office; % but because Jesus lives forever, he has a
permanent priesthood. % Therefore he is able to save completely those who
come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.




1 John 1:7-9

"But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

®1f we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. ° If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Why is that so important?

Hebrews 2:1-4

' We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so
that we do not drift away. (Why? Because we have not yet received our
salvation) *For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every
violation and disobedience received its just punishment, ® how shall we
escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first
announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. * God
also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

Salvation is future. Today we are redeemed; therefore we know that we will
be gathered together when Christ returns.

Daniel 12:1-3

At that time (Talking about the end times, the end of this Age)

Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be
a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations
until then. But at that time your people—everyone whose name is found
written in the book—will be delivered. ? Multitudes who sleep in the dust of
the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and
everlasting contempt. * Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of




the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for
ever and ever.

Matthew 25:31-46

31 "\When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. ¥ All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. * He will put the sheep on his right and
the goats on his left.

% "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. * For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, *°1 needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you
looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.'

""Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? ** When did we
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? *
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' “*"The King will
reply, 'l tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.'

“"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. ** For | was
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, **I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed
clothes and you did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison and you did not
look after me.' * " They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry
or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not
help you?' * "He will reply, 'l tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for
one of the least of these, you did not do for me."' *® "Then they will go away
to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

So although we are redeemed now, salvation is a future event and one we
will only realize at the resurrection when we are judged.



Hebrews 1:14
' Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit

salvation?

It’s a future tense — we are not saved today, but redeemed. So we have to get
our terminology right!

Ephesians 1:16-18

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.
"] keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father,
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know
him better. *°I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in
order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of
his glorious inheritance in the saints,

Hebrews 3:12-14

2 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that
turns away from the living God. ** But encourage one another daily, as long
as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's
deceitfulness. ** We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the
end the confidence we had at first.




