Counting the Cost of being a Disciple

Luke 9:62 (KJV)
*2And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

Let’s read back a little further in Luke 9:

Luke 9:57-62

*’As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you
wherever you go." *’Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."

*°He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go
and bury my father." ®Jesus said to him, "Let the dead (town) bury their own
dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."

*IStill another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-
by to my family."

%2 jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God."

2 Timothy 3:12 (Paul to Timothy Re. the last days)
21 fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted



Let’s recap in Matthew 13:

Matthew 13:18-22

8u) jsten then to what the parable of the sower means: **When anyone hears the
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.
“°The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the
word and at once receives it with joy. ' But since he has no root, he lasts only a
short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly
falls away?’The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man
who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth
choke it, making it unfruitful.

Matthew 5:10
°Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

nglessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds
of evil against you because of me.

2gejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Let’s look at how we should live as a true disciple:

Luke 14:7-35

"When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told
them this parable: "When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take
the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been
invited. °If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, 'Give this
man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.
°But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes,
he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in



the presence of all your fellow guests. **For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted

2Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite
your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may
invite you back and so you will be repaid. >But when you give a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, “*and you will be blessed. Although they
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."

1 Peter 5:6 (K]JV)
®Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time:

Remember Hebrews:

Hebrews 6:9-12

’Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are confident of better things in
your case—things that accompany salvation. *°God is not unjust; he will not forget
your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and
continue to help them. *We want each of you to show this same diligence to the
very end, in order to make your hope sure. >We do not want you to become lazy,
but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been
promised.

Matthew 24:13 (KJV)
13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.



Let’s go back to Luke 14
The Parable of the Great Banquet

®When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, "Blessed is
the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God."

jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many
guests. /At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been
invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'

8ugut they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 'l have just bought a
field, and | must go and see it. Please excuse me.'

Buanother said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try
them out. Please excuse me.'

20still another said, 'l just got married, so | can't come."

“I"The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the
house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and
alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.'

I

22n1gir ' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.

Z"Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and
make them come in, so that my house will be full. **| tell you, not one of those men
who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.

rn

The Cost of Being a Disciple

| arge crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: *°"If
anyone comes to me and does not hate (or “regard as inferior”) his father and
mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he
cannot be my disciple. >’And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple



Matthew 10:37-39

3’"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;
anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; *®and
anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. ** Whoever
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

Back to Luke 14:

*815uppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and
estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? *’For if he lays the
foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him,
Psaying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish."

"0r suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first
sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the
one coming against him with twenty thousand? *’If he is not able, he will send a
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.
In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be
my disciple.

nsalt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? *It is fit
neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

Revelation 2:25-29

*>0Only hold on to what you have until | come. *°To him who overcomes and does
my will to the end, | will give authority over the nations—

*”'He will rule them with an iron scepter;

he will dash them to pieces like pottery'— just as | have received authority from
my Father. °% will also give him the morning star. *’He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.



