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Watch Out! Be Careful, On Guard and Alert! Part 1. Notes 

blepō  = “to see, to discern, to take heed” 

It carries the suggestion of looking at something physically with a view to taking 
care. 

In the verses we will be looking at tonight this Greek word is translated “be on 
(your) guard”, “watch out” and “consider carefully/be careful” in the NIV 

 

Matthew 24:3- 5                                                                                                                  
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. 
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one 
deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many.  

 

Mark 13:5, 9, 23                                                                                                                            
Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 

“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and 
flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and 
kings as witnesses to them. 
 

So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 
 

 Luke 21:8 
He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24:4&version=NIV1984�
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Matthew 24:1- 8                                                                                                                  
Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to 
call his attention to its buildings. “Do you see all these things?” he asked. “I tell 
you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown 
down.” As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 
privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of 
your coming and of the end of the age?” Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one 
deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you 
are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

 

Mark 13:1-9, 21-23                                                                                                                        
As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher! 
What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” “Do you see all these great 
buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here will be left on another; every one 
will be thrown down.” As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the 
temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will 
these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be 
fulfilled?” Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will 
come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. When you hear of 
wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the 
end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning 
of birth pains. “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local 
councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before 
governors and kings as witnesses to them.  

At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, there he is!’ 
do not believe it. For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs 
and miracles to deceive the elect—if that were possible.  So be on your guard; I 
have told you everything ahead of time.  

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24:4&version=NIV1984�


3 

 

Mark 8:11-21                                                                                                                             
The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a 
sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, “Why does this generation ask for a 
miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, no sign will be given to it.” Then he left them, 
got back into the boat and crossed to the other side.  

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they had with them 
in the boat. “Be careful,” Jesus warned them. “Watch out for the yeast of the 
Pharisees and that of Herod.” They discussed this with one another and said, “It is 
because we have no bread.”  

Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: “Why are you talking about having 
no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you 
have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember?  

When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces 
did you pick up?” “Twelve,” they replied. “And when I broke the seven loaves for 
the four thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?” They 
answered, “Seven.” He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”  

 

Luke 12:1/Matthew 16:12 (The Yeast of the Pharisees) 

 

Mark 12:38-40 
As he taught, Jesus said, “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk 
around in flowing robes and be greeted in the marketplaces, and have the most 
important seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at banquets. They 
devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be 
punished most severely.”  

 
Mark 4:21-25                                                                                                                            
He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, 
don’t you put it on its stand? For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and 
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whatever is concealed is meant to be brought out into the open.  If anyone has 
ears to hear, let him hear.”  

 “Consider carefully what you hear,” he continued. “With the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you—and even more. Whoever has will be given more; 
whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”  
 
 
Luke 8:16-18                                                                                                                       
“No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it 
on a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. 17 For there is nothing 
hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that will not be known or 
brought out into the open. 18 Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever 
has will be given more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be 
taken from him.” 
 
 
Matthew 25:14-29 (The Parable of the Talents) 
 

Mark 13:32-33                                                                                                                        
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time 
will come.  

 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and 
someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. For 
no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, 
hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to 
light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s 
work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he 
will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the 
flames.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+3:10&version=NIV1984�
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1 Corinthians 8:9   
Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a 
stumbling block to the weak. 
 
Romans 14 
1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable 
matters. 2 One man’s faith allows him to eat everything, but another man, whose 
faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The man who eats everything must not look 
down on him who does not, and the man who does not eat everything must not 
condemn the man who does, for God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to judge 
someone else’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, 
for the Lord is able to make him stand.  
 5 One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers 
every day alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who 
regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the 
Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to 
himself alone. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, 
whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  
 9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord 
of both the dead and the living. 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or 
why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s 
judgment seat. 11 It is written:  
   “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,  
‘every knee will bow before me;  
   every tongue will confess to God.’”  
 12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  
 13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your 
mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’s way. 14 As one 
who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if 
anyone regards something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. 15 If your brother 
is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by 
your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. 16 Do not allow what you 
consider good to be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of 
eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 
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because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by 
men.  
 19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
edification. 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All food is 
clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to 
stumble. 21 It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will 
cause your brother to fall.  
 22 So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself and God. 
Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. 23 But the 
man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; 
and everything that does not come from faith is sin.  
 
 
 
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 8th February. 
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