Understanding The Timeline. Part 1. Notes
Revelation 1:1-3                                                                                                                     1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants (doulois) what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
Remember the definition of “doulos” that Christ gave in the gospel of Matthew?

Matthew 20:25-28                                                                                                                       25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, (“diakonos” = “minister”) 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave (“doulos” = “bondslave”)— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
Matthew 24:32-33                                                                                                                          32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.  
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