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Presence of The Future Part 12 

LISTEN! 

Hebrews 12;14 
14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 
 
Isaiah 66:1-2 
1 Thus says the Lord, “Heaven is My throne and the earth is My footstool. 
Where then is a house you could build for Me? And where is a place that I may rest? 
2 “For My hand made all these things, Thus all these things came into being,” declares the Lord. 
“But to this one I will look, To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My 
word. 
 
Hebrews 12;15-17 
15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up 
causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; 
16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single 
meal. 17 For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was 
rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with tears. 
 
James 1:6-8 
6 But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the 
sea, driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that man ought not to expect that he will receive 
anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
 
Don Samdahl, Th.M. from Dallas Theological Seminary, writes this on his web site; 
 
“Most Christian churches spend the majority of their time in the Gospels. I would venture to say that 90% 
of the churches spend 90% of their time in these four books. While Christians should study all of the 
Scriptures (Rom. 15.4; 1 Cor. 10.11; 2 Tim. 3.16-17), the Gospels contain no Christianity. This may be 
shocking but it is true. Not one word of Christianity exists in the Gospels. The Gospels are all Jewish. They 
contain only Judaism — Jewish theology... 
“What we call by convention the Old Testament ends with a prophecy of the coming of Elijah...The 
Gospels pick up with this prophecy (Luke 1.12-17). What is the significance? We should be alerted to one 
simple fact: the Gospels are Old Testament. They are as much Old Testament as Genesis, Deuteronomy, 
or Isaiah. Everything in them is Jewish and pertains to the nation of Israel, the covenant promises, and 
the coming of the prophesied earthly kingdom of God. 
“If John’s appearance as Elijah is not sufficient proof the Gospels are Judaism and not Christianity the 
Scriptures provide additional evidence of this fact. 
“1. The environment of the Gospels is the Mosaic Law. Jesus ministered under the Mosaic Law as did the 
Twelve (Matt. 22.34-40; Mark 10.2-9; 17-22; Luke 5.12-14, 17.11-14, 18.18-22). Paul, however, wrote 
that Christians are not under the Mosaic Law; we are under the administration of Grace (Rom. 6.14). 
These are two vastly different operating environments... 
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“No one was known as a Christian inside the borders of Israel during the ministry of Jesus or before the 
salvation of Paul. Those who believed the gospel of the kingdom, that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of 
God, were known as followers of the Way (Acts 9.2, 19.9, 23, 22.4, 24.14, 22). They were not Christians... 
“Nothing in Jewish theology proclaimed a heavenly kingdom and the Jews had no hope of dying and 
going to heaven. They certainly had no concept of a kingdom in the hearts of men. Their hope was 
earthly. The idea of a heavenly kingdom or a kingdom in the hearts of men are but fanciful creations of 
those who do not know their Bibles. They are projections forced upon the text.” 

 
Mark 9:7 
7 Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is My 
beloved Son, listen to Him!” 
 
Matthew 13:16-17 
16 But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 For truly I 
say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see 
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
 
Mark 4:13 
13 And He *said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand all the 
parables? 
 
Matthew 13:1-23 
1 That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And large crowds gathered 
to Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. 
3 And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow; 4 
and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 
Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they 
sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun had risen, they were 
scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 7 Others fell among the thorns, 
and the thorns came up and choked them out. 8 And others fell on the good soil and *yielded a 
crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” 11 Jesus 
answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
but to them it has not been granted. 12 For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he 
will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away 
from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and 
while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  
 
 
14 In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 
‘ You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; You will keep on seeing, but will not 
perceive; 
15 For the heart of this people has become dull, 
With their ears they scarcely hear, 
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And they have closed their eyes, 
Otherwise they would see with their eyes, 
Hear with their ears, 
And understand with their heart and RETURN, 
And I would heal them.’ 
16 But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17 For truly I 
say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see 
it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. 
This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 20 The one on whom seed was sown 
on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution 
arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 And the one on whom seed was 
sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and 
the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 And the one on 
whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; 
who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.” 


