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Salvation is NOT by Association — Part 9 — The FULL Counsel of God

2 Corinthians 2:11. so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not

ignorant of his schemes.

2 Corinthians 2:6-10

6 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment (Matthew 18) which was inflicted by the majority,
7 so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one
might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love for
him. 9 For to this end also I wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are
OBEDIENT in all things. 10 But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed
what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of
Christ,

QUOTE;

‘During the past sixteen years I can recollect only two occasions on which I have heard sermons
specifically devoted to the theme of the Kingdom of God...I find this silence rather surprising
because it is universally agreed by New Testament scholars that the central theme of the
gospels and of the teaching of Jesus was the Kingdom of God... This phrase was used by Jesus
more than any other...One would expect that the modern preacher who is trying to bring the
message of Jesus to his congregation would have much to say about this subject. In fact my

experience has been the opposite and I have rarely heard about it.”

QUOTE,;

‘Modern scholarship is quite unanimous in the opinion that the Kingdom of God was the central
message of Jesus. If this is true, and I know of no reason to dispute it, I cannot help wondering
out loud why I haven't heard more about it in the 30 years I have been a Christian. I certainly
have read about it enough in the Bible. Matthew mentions the Kingdom 52 times, Mark 19
times, Luke 44 times and John 4 times. But I honestly cannot remember any pastor whose
ministry I have been under actually preaching a sermon on the Kingdom of God. As I rummage
through my own sermon barrel, I now realize that I myself have never preached a sermon on |it.

Where has the Kingdom been?’
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QUOTE,;

‘Let me ask: When is the last time you heard a sermon on the Kingdom of God? Frankly, I'd be
hard put to recall ever having heard a solid exposition of this theme. How do we square this
silence with the widely accepted fact that the Kingdom of God dominated our Lord’s thought
and ministry? My experience is not uncommon. I've checked this out with my colleagues. Of
course, they readily agree theyve often heard sermons on bits and pieces of Jesus’ parables.
But as for a solid sermon on the nature of the Kingdom of God as Jesus taught it — upon

reflection, they too began to express surprise that it is the rare pastor who tackles the subject. '



