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What is Church- (ekklēsia)? 

The word is a compound of two segments: ek, a preposition meaning “out of,” and a 

verb, kaleo, signifying “to call” — hence, “to call out.” 

So it’s those who are called out for a specific purpose.  

 

 

Acts 19:32 

32 So then, some were shouting one thing and some another, for the assembly 

(ekklēsia) was in confusion and the majority did not know for what reason they had 

come together. 

 

Luke 18:9-17 

9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  
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11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not 

like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast 

twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’  

13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his 

eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 

14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone 

who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

15 And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He would touch them, but 

when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them. 16 But Jesus called for them, 

saying, “Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these. 17 Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.” 

 

Proverbs 8:13 “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; 

Pride and arrogance and the evil way 

And the perverted mouth, I hate. 

 

Ephesians 2:13-22 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by 

the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one 

and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 15 by abolishing in His flesh the 

enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself 

He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 16 and might 

reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the 

enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were far away, and peace to 

those who were near; 18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the 

Father.  

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 

saints, and are of God’s household, 20 having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom the 
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whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in 

whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 3:9-15 

9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I 

laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he 

builds on it. 11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which 

is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious 

stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for the day will 

show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of 

each man’s work. 14 If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive 

a reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 

saved, yet so as through fire. 

16 Do you not know that you (collective plural) are a temple of God and that the Spirit 

of God dwells in you? 17 If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, 

for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you (collective plural) are. 

 

 

 


