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Jesus Christ Our Great High Priest  

Part 5. Preamble-TODAY IS The Day of Atonement - Propitiation  

 

The Book of Leviticus sets the stage and provides insight into the specified Day of 

Atonement. The redeemed people of Israel were commanded to instigate this 

convocation on an annual basis. This was to be held with all of God’s redeemed of 

Israel in attendance, any of God’s redeemed refusing to attend would be cut off from 

God. 

 

Chapters 16 & 23 deal specifically with the Day of Atonement in some detail and these 

sections should be understood in order to more fully appreciate the Day of Atonement 

as detailed in the book of Hebrews. 

 

It should also be noted that The Day of Atonement is now on a perpetual daily basis, 

until such time Jesus Christ our Great High Priest vacates the holy sanctuary, therefore 

it is no longer an annual event. 

 

Hebrews 9:28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 

appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await 

Him. 

 

Leviticus 16 

1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they 

had approached the presence of the Lord and died. 2 The Lord said to Moses: 

“Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into the holy place inside 

the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, or he will die; for I will appear in the 

cloud over the mercy seat. 3 Aaron shall enter the holy place with this: with a bull for a 

sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.  

http://www.thegrovebiblefellowship.com/index.html


New American Standard Bible-NASB  9 February 2020 
 

http://www.thegrovebiblefellowship.com/index.html 
 

4 He shall put on the holy linen tunic, and the linen undergarments shall be next to his 

body, and he shall be girded with the linen sash and attired with the linen turban (these 

are holy garments). Then he shall bathe his body in water and put them on. 5 He shall 

take from the congregation of the sons of Israel two male goats for a sin offering and 

one ram for a burnt offering. 6 Then Aaron shall offer the bull for the sin offering which 

is for himself, that he may make atonement for himself and for his household. 7 He 

shall take the two goats and present them before the Lord at the doorway of the tent of 

meeting. 8 Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot 

for the scapegoat. 9 Then Aaron shall offer the goat on which the lot for the Lord fell, 

and make it a sin offering. 10 But the goat on which the lot for the scapegoat fell shall 

be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, to send it into the 

wilderness as the scapegoat. 

11 “Then Aaron shall offer the bull of the sin offering which is for himself and make 

atonement for himself and for his household, and he shall slaughter the bull of the sin 

offering which is for himself. 12 He shall take a firepan full of coals of fire from upon 

the altar before the Lord and two handfuls of finely ground sweet incense, and bring it 

inside the veil. 13 He shall put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of 

incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the ark of the testimony, otherwise he will 

die. 14 Moreover, he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his 

finger on the mercy seat on the east side; also in front of the mercy seat he shall 

sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. 

15 “Then he shall slaughter the goat of the sin offering which is for the people, and 

bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, 

and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 He shall make 

atonement for the holy place, because of the impurities of the sons of Israel and 

because of their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and thus he shall do for the 

tent of meeting which abides with them in the midst of their impurities. 17 When he 

goes in to make atonement in the holy place, no one shall be in the tent of meeting 

until he comes out, that he may make atonement for himself and for his household and 

for all the assembly of Israel.  
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18 Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the Lord and make atonement for it, 

and shall take some of the blood of the bull and of the blood of the goat and put it on 

the horns of the altar on all sides. 19 With his finger he shall sprinkle some of the blood 

on it seven times and cleanse it, and from the impurities of the sons of Israel 

consecrate it. 

20 “When he finishes atoning for the holy place and the tent of meeting and the altar, 

he shall offer the live goat. 21 Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of 

the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel and all their 

transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he shall lay them on the head of the goat 

and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who stands in readiness. 22 

The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary land; and he shall release the 

goat in the wilderness. 

23 “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and take off the linen garments 

which he put on when he went into the holy place, and shall leave them there. 24 He 

shall bathe his body with water in a holy place and put on his clothes, and come forth 

and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement 

for himself and for the people. 25 Then he shall offer up in smoke the fat of the sin 

offering on the altar. 26 The one who released the goat as the scapegoat shall wash his 

clothes and bathe his body with water; then afterward he shall come into the camp. 27 

But the bull of the sin offering and the goat of the sin offering, whose blood was 

brought in to make atonement in the holy place, shall be taken outside the camp, and 

they shall burn their hides, their flesh, and their refuse in the fire. 28 Then the one who 

burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body with water, then afterward he 

shall come into the camp. 

An Annual Atonement 

29 “This shall be a permanent statute for you: in the seventh month, on the tenth day 

of the month, you shall humble your souls and not do any work, whether the native, or 

the alien who sojourns among you; 30 for it is on this day that atonement shall be 

made for you to cleanse you; you will be clean from all your sins before the Lord.  
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31 It is to be a sabbath of solemn rest for you, that you may humble your souls; it is a 

permanent statute. 32 So the priest who is anointed and ordained to serve as priest in 

his father’s place shall make atonement: he shall thus put on the linen garments, the 

holy garments, 33 and make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make 

atonement for the tent of meeting and for the altar. He shall also make atonement for 

the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34 Now you shall have this as a 

permanent statute, to make atonement for the sons of Israel for all their sins once 

every year.” And just as the Lord had commanded Moses, so he did. 

 

Leviticus 23 

1 The Lord spoke again to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to 

them, ‘The Lord’s appointed times which you shall proclaim as holy convocations—My 

appointed times are these: 

3 ‘For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a sabbath of 

complete rest, a holy convocation. You shall not do any work; it is a sabbath to the Lord 

in all your dwellings. 

4 ‘These are the appointed times of the Lord, holy convocations which you shall 

proclaim at the times appointed for them. 5 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of 

the month at twilight is the Lord’s Passover. 6 Then on the fifteenth day of the same 

month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; for seven days you shall eat 

unleavened bread. 7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not 

do any laborious work. 8 But for seven days you shall present an offering by fire to the 

Lord. On the seventh day is a holy convocation; you shall not do any laborious work.’” 

9 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to 

them, ‘When you enter the land which I am going to give to you and reap its harvest, 

then you shall bring in the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest. 11 He 

shall wave the sheaf before the Lord for you to be accepted; on the day after the 

sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12 Now on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall 

offer a male lamb one year old without defect for a burnt offering to the Lord.  
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13 Its grain offering shall then be two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, 

an offering by fire to the Lord for a soothing aroma, with its drink offering, a fourth of a 

hin of wine. 14 Until this same day, until you have brought in the offering of your God, 

you shall eat neither bread nor roasted grain nor new growth. It is to be a perpetual 

statute throughout your generations in all your dwelling places. 

15 ‘You shall also count for yourselves from the day after the sabbath, from the day 

when you brought in the sheaf of the wave offering; there shall be seven complete 

sabbaths. 16 You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh sabbath; then you 

shall present a new grain offering to the Lord. 17 You shall bring in from your dwelling 

places two loaves of bread for a wave offering, made of two-tenths of an ephah; they 

shall be of a fine flour, baked with leaven as first fruits to the Lord. 18 Along with the 

bread you shall present seven one year old male lambs without defect, and a bull of the 

herd and two rams; they are to be a burnt offering to the Lord, with their grain offering 

and their drink offerings, an offering by fire of a soothing aroma to the Lord. 19 You 

shall also offer one male goat for a sin offering and two male lambs one year old for a 

sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 The priest shall then wave them with the bread of the 

first fruits for a wave offering with two lambs before the Lord; they are to be holy to 

the Lord for the priest. 21 On this same day you shall make a proclamation as well; you 

are to have a holy convocation. You shall do no laborious work. It is to be a perpetual 

statute in all your dwelling places throughout your generations. 

22 ‘When you reap the harvest of your land, moreover, you shall not reap to the very 

corners of your field nor gather the gleaning of your harvest; you are to leave them for 

the needy and the alien. I am the Lord your God.’” 

23 Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘In 

the seventh month on the first of the month you shall have a rest, a reminder by 

blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. 25 You shall not do any laborious work, but 

you shall present an offering by fire to the Lord.’” 

The Day of Atonement 

26 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  
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27 “On exactly the tenth day of this seventh month is the day of atonement; it shall be 

a holy convocation for you, and you shall humble your souls and present an offering by 

fire to the Lord. 28 You shall not do any work on this same day, for it is a day of 

atonement, to make atonement on your behalf before the Lord your God. 29 If there is 

any person who will not humble himself on this same day, he shall be cut off from his 

people. 30 As for any person who does any work on this same day, that person I will 

destroy from among his people. 31 You shall do no work at all. It is to be a perpetual 

statute throughout your generations in all your dwelling places. 32 It is to be a sabbath 

of complete rest to you, and you shall humble your souls; on the ninth of the month at 

evening, from evening until evening you shall keep your sabbath.” 

33 Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 34 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘On 

the fifteenth of this seventh month is the Feast of Booths for seven days to the Lord. 35 

On the first day is a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work of any kind. 36 

For seven days you shall present an offering by fire to the Lord. On the eighth day you 

shall have a holy convocation and present an offering by fire to the Lord; it is an 

assembly. You shall do no laborious work. 

37 ‘These are the appointed times of the Lord which you shall proclaim as holy 

convocations, to present offerings by fire to the Lord—burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each day’s matter on its own day— 38 besides 

those of the sabbaths of the Lord, and besides your gifts and besides all your votive 

and freewill offerings, which you give to the Lord. 

39 ‘On exactly the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the 

crops of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord for seven days, with a rest 

on the first day and a rest on the eighth day. 40 Now on the first day you shall take for 

yourselves the foliage of beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and 

willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days. 41 

You shall thus celebrate it as a feast to the Lord for seven days in the year. It shall be a 

perpetual statute throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh 

month. 42 You shall live in booths for seven days; all the native-born in Israel shall live 

in booths,  
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43 so that your generations may know that I had the sons of Israel live in booths when 

I brought them out from the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.’” 44 So Moses 

declared to the sons of Israel the appointed times of the Lord. 
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