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Philippians

Part 9  Philippians 1:20-23

 Departing to Heaven 

OR 

The Return and The Presence of Christ? -1:23

Philippians 1:23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having
the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much 
better;

Philippians 1:20-30

20 according to my earnest EXPECTATION and HOPE, that I will 
not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will 
even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by 
death.

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for 
me; and I do not know which to choose. 

23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to
DEPART and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 

24 yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 

25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you 
all for your progress and joy in the faith, 

26 so that your proud confidence in me may abound in Christ Jesus 
through my coming to you again.
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27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of 
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I will 
hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel; 

28 in no way alarmed by your opponents—which is a sign of 
destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from 
God. 

29 For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe
in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 

30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw in me, and now hear
to be in me.

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in 
the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Philippians 1:22-30

22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for 
me; and I do not know which to choose. 

23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to
DEPART and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 
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EW Bullinger on remoter context;

‘By this we mean that the Word of God, being one whole, is its own Context, for every 
separate passage, quite apart from all that is outside its own covers; and each passage 
has to be read in reference to the whole book.

Each passage stands, not only in its own immediate Context, but it stands also in the 
Context of the Bible as a whole; and is to be read, and explained, and understood, and 
interpreted in the light of the rest of Scripture.

An inexplicable verse, or act, or fact may find its solution in some other part of 
Scripture. For all of it is God-breathed.   All has one Author. The Bible is not a 
"Symposium" of many authors; for though there are many writers there is only one 
Author, the Holy Spirit of God.

He has used various mouths to speak and various pens to write; He has "spoken at 
sundry times, and in divers manners": but it is the same God who has spoken.

When we realize this great fact, we shall perceive the all-pervading presence of that 
one Author in all parts of the Word, which was written as holy men of old spake from 
God as they were moved by that same Spirit.’

LIFE BEING CONNECTED WITH RESURRECTION

DEATH BEING CONNECTED WITH GOING BACK TO DUST IN THE GRAVE. 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those 
who are asleep so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no 
hope.  

14 FOR IF (First class conditional -1 instances where the condition was obviously 

true. ) we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 
bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
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John 3:13 NO ONE has ascended into heaven, but He who 
descended from heaven: the Son of Man.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the 
Lord, that we who are alive and remain UNTIL the coming of the 
Lord, WILL NOT precede (go before-arrive ahead of time) those who 
have fallen asleep. 

Quote:  

‘If we consider that experts indicate that between the year 5 thousand BC and today 
108 billion people were born, almost 101, 088 billion of the Earth's total inhabitants 
have died.   A number that seems very high, but it's really not so much if we consider 
future predictions.’

As of 2015, Haub estimates that a total of 108.2 billion people have ever been born in 
the history of the world.   But I’m subtracting about 7.4 billion of them who are alive 
today to get you the 100.8 billion estimate.   That means that 6.8 percent of everyone 
who has ever lived is alive today.    Or, put another way, the dead outnumber the living
14 to 1.

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/what-are-the-demographics-of-
heaven/

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

16 For the Lord Himself will descend FROM heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the
dead in Christ WILL RISE first. 

17 THEN we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with
them in the clouds TO MEET the Lord in the air, and so we shall 
always be with the Lord. 

18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
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Philippians 1:21-25

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

22 But IF (First class conditional -  IIl - 2.  Uncertain by reason of of providence, ‘the 

course of events’)  I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which to choose. 

23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to 
DEPART and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 

24 yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake. 

25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you 
all for YOUR progress and joy in the faith,

23 But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to 
DEPART and be with Christ, for that is very much better; 
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The Greek word for ‘depart’  -ἀναλῦσαι (analusai) in verse 23, is only used twice in the
Greek New Testament.   
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Luke 12:35-36

35 “Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit. 

36 Be like men who are waiting for their master when he RETURNS 
(avaluw-analusai)  from the wedding feast, so that they may 
immediately open the door to him when he COMES and knocks.

V:36  …..’immediately open the door to him when he COMES and 
knocks.

V:37   ….. ‘on the alert when he COMES;’

V:38.  …..’Whether he COMES in the second watch’

V:39.  ….. ‘that if the head of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was COMING,’

V:40.  …..’for the Son of Man is COMING at an hour that you do 
not expect.”

V:43.  ….. Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when 
he COMES.

V:45  …..’My master will be a long time in COMING,’

V:46 …..’the master of that slave will COME on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he does not know,’
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Philippians 1:23. But I am hard-pressed from both directions, 
having the DESIRE to depart and be with Christ, for that is very 
much better;

Nouns depict a person, place or thing.

Verbs, depict an action, occurrence, or state of being. 

‘An articular infinitive, that is, an infinitive with an article, is a verbal noun. An article 
gives the doing word the same qualities of a noun, so an action can, for instance, be 
the subject or an object of a sentence.’

1.To depart. THE is used so it —changes it to a verbal noun.  (The departure)
2.To be – THE is used so it —changes it to a a verbal noun.   (The Presence)

Philippians 1:23.  But I am hard-pressed from both directions, 
having the desire for THE RETURN and THE PRESENCE of Christ, 
for that is very much better; 
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