2 Peter Part 3 — The Pursuit of True Knowledge and Maturity —
July 17, 2026

Summary

This teaching explores the Apostle Peter’s efforts to ground believers in the truth of the scriptures as
he nears the end of his life. It emphasises that the prophetic word is more reliable than even
eyewitness accounts, noting that scripture is divinely inspired rather than a product of human will.
The speaker highlights the necessity of repetition in teaching to combat the inevitable rise of false
prophets who emerge from within the faith community. Drawing parallels to Paul’s warnings in
Galatians, the text argues that any distorted gospel leads to spiritual ruin. Ultimately, the teaching
serves as a call for vigilance and a commitment to the original apostolic doctrines to avoid being led
astray by deceit.

Study Guide

Definitions of Key Words

* Earthly Dwelling (Tabernacle): A figurative term used to describe the human body as a
temporary structure or building.

* Shekinah Glory: The visible manifestation of the glory of God, which was transferred from
the old temple to the person of Jesus Christ.

* Prophetic Word: Divine revelation that originated from God through man and was recorded
as scripture; it is described as being "more sure" than eyewitness testimony.

* Deceit: The primary warning given by Jesus regarding the end times; it involves deliberate
distortion of truth, often coming from within the assembly.

* Anaphora: A figure of speech characterized by the repetition of a word or phrase at the
beginning of successive clauses for emphasis.

* Accursed: The spiritual state of being under a divine ban or judgment, specifically applied to
those who preach a gospel contrary to the apostolic message.

Expansion of Key Points

I. The Necessity of Remembrance and Repetition

The Apostle Peter emphasizes that even established believers need to be continually reminded of the
truth. This is not due to a lack of knowledge, but to "stir them up" and ensure these truths remain at the
forefront of their minds after his imminent departure.

* Biblical References: 2 Peter 1:12-15; Psalm 136 (26 repetitions of "his faithfulness is
everlasting"); Matthew 5 (repetition of "blessed are").



II. The Superiority of the Prophetic Word

While Peter was a literal eyewitness of Christ’s majesty on the holy mountain, he downplays the
value of eyewitness accounts in favor of the prophetic word made "more sure". Eyewitnesses can be
unreliable or change their testimony over time, but the totality of the scriptures provides a stable
foundation for truth.

¢ Biblical References: 2 Peter 1:16-19; 1 Corinthians 15:3-5; Numbers 24:17.

I11. The Divine Origin of Scripture

Scripture does not originate from human will or "cleverly devised tales". It is a result of men moved
by the Holy Spirit speaking from God. Therefore, no prophecy is a matter of "one's own
interpretation" or private invention; it is an objective revelation from the Creator.

* Biblical References: 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17.

IV. The Incursion of Deceit from Within

A critical warning is issued regarding false prophets and teachers who arise "among you"—from
within the assembly. Just as Satan appeared among the "sons of God," false teachers secretly introduce
destructive heresies while often using the name of Jesus or appearing righteous.

¢ Biblical References: 2 Peter 2:1; Job 2:1.

V. The Exclusivity of the One True Gospel

There is only one true gospel, and any variation—even if delivered by an angel—is to be rejected.
Distorting the gospel often stems from a desire to please men or adhere to traditional church doctrines
rather than God. A key component of the true gospel often missed today is the current ministry of
Jesus as Great High Priest.

* Biblical References: Galatians 1:6-10; Hebrews (confession of Christ as High Priest).

Study Questions

1. What metaphor does Peter use for the human body, and what does it imply about the Shekinah
glory?

2. According to the Greek structure of 2 Peter 1:17-18, what is the "main verb" that subordinates
the rest of the sentence?

3. Why does Peter argue that the written prophetic word is "more sure" than his own experience as
an eyewitness?

4. What are the three main reasons provided for the use of repetition in the Bible?

5. What is the specific location of the "morning star" rising mentioned in 2 Peter 1:19?

6. How does the example of Satan in the book of Job relate to Peter’s warning about false
teachers?

7. What criteria must believers use to assess whether a teaching is true or false?



Answer Key

1.

Metaphor: Peter uses the term "tabernacle” or "earthly dwelling". It implies that the human
body is a building/temple where the Shekinah glory of God is manifested, specifically in Jesus
Christ.

. Main Verb: The main verb is "heard".
. Why "More Sure": Eyewitness accounts can be unreliable, contradictory, or change over time.

The prophetic word is originated by God, confirmed by the totality of scriptures, and does not
rely on subjective human experience.

. Reasons for Repetition: It creates emphasis, aids in memorization (especially in oral

traditions), and builds emotional and spiritual impact.

. Location: The morning star is to rise "in your hearts".
. Satan in Job: Satan appeared "among the sons of God" in the presence of the Lord. Similarly,

false teachers do not just exist outside the church; they operate "among you" within the
assembly.

. Criteria: Teachings must be compared against the apostolic doctrines documented in scripture

and Jesus’s own teachings.

Biblical References in Sources

1 Corinthians 15:3-5: Order of Christ's appearances after the resurrection.

2 Peter 1:12-21: Peter's reminder, the "more sure" prophetic word, and the origin of scripture.
John 1:14; 2:21: The body as a tabernacle/temple.

1 Corinthians 3:9, 16; 6:19; Ephesians 2:21: Believers as God's building and temple.
John 21:18-19: Prophecy of Peter’s death.

Numbers 24:17: The star rising out of Jacob.

2 Timothy 3:16-17: All scripture is inspired by God.

Psalm 136: Example of repetition regarding God's faithfulness.

Matthew 5: The Beatitudes as an example of repetition.

Job 2:1: Satan among the sons of God.

Galatians 1:6-10: Warning against a "different gospel” and the penalty of being "accursed".
2 Peter 2:1-2: Warning of false prophets and teachers "among you".

2 Peter 3:16: Peter referencing Paul’s writings as scripture.

Exhortations

Prioritize the Written Word: Do not elevate personal experiences or "eyewitness" accounts
above the established, inspired Word of God.



* Be Vigilant Internally: Recognize that the greatest threat of deceit often comes from within
the assembly, not just from the world outside.

* Guard the Gospel: Be intolerant of any "different gospel" that deviates from the apostolic
record, as such distortions have the potential to corrupt everything.

* Focus on Christ's Current Ministry: Ensure your confession of faith centers on the critical
nature of Jesus Christ’s current work as our Great High Priest.

The Sure Word: Defending Against Deceptlon

T oo

EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY.

Though Peter saw Christ's majesty firsthand, he directs believers
to the written Word as a more reliable anchor.

SCRIPTURE OUTWEIGHS EVEN >

DIVINE ORIGIN, NOT HUMAN INVENTION.

Prophecy is not a matter of personal interpretation but was moved by the Holy Spirit.

DECEPTION ARISES FROM WITHIN THE ASSEMBLY.

The most dangerous threats are false teachers who operate “among you” rather than outside the group.

EMBRACE REPETITION TO ANCHOR THE TRUTH.

God uses repeated themes to create emphasis, aid memory, and build spiritual impact.

BEWARE OF “DIFFERENT GOSPELS” TO PLEASE MEN. (i"?)

Modern gospels often distort apostolic doctrine to accommodate traditions or seek human favor. ﬂ;ﬂ
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